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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Counselor and Chairman 
Policy Planning Council 

• Washington 


Copy Jo. , / *< 


August- 5, 1964 


The Secretary 


THROUGH: S/S 


FROM: S/P - W. W. Rostov 

SUBJECT: Communication with t h e _ Communis ts a August _5. 

Rereading our memorandum of last night to y° u 1 
would underline the conclusion stated at the end o 
paragraph- 4, i.e., there may be an urgent need for 
lucid and private communication with the 
the purpose of our build-up of forces m the _ 

They should be told that we are, of course, putting 
ourselves into a position to deal with any level of 
escalation they may choose to mount; but the movement 
of these forces does not indicate a decision y V s 0 
enlarge the war at .our initiative. The object of thi 
suggestion is to head off, to the extent ttet_itiies^.»- 
within our power, a panicky preemptive move by the 
Communists with their ground forces against Laos an 
South Vietnam* 

• ; l The fact of the matter is that there is Elfet 




• Ft - 

U 

& 


(1) we did not expect, them to attack.. the 
: ^Seventh Fleet in the Gulf of Tonkin; and 

(2) they almost certainly did not expect us — 

; to respond in the way we have responded. ■' - 

Moreover the one lesson of all the war games je^ ; 

• have ever observed is that signals by each side which,. K; 
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appear to that side quite lucid come through in a quite 
distorted way on the other side; and, in real life' crises, 
purposeful and sustained efforts have been required to 
achieve lucid communication amidst the inevitable tension 
and confusion of confrontation^ 

It is thoroughly possible that private communications 
to the Communists will, in any case, be misread or re- 
garded as deception; but I think we ought to make a try 
today. 



vcc: U - Mr. Ball 

M " Mr. Harr i man 
' • FE - Mr. Bundy 
INR - Mr. Hughes 
j .S/VN - Mr. Forrestal 
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